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$1600

m
ost of the features on the OM-D 
EM-1 will be familiar to owners  
of the EM5, such as the optical 
viewfinder, mirror-less design, 

exceptionally accurate metering, the light and 
compact design, high image quality and fast 
auto-focus.

It also has some confident enhancements.  
A new grip and a improved use of dials and 
buttons negate the need to access the camera’s 
menu quite as often. Basic refinements such as  
a larger and better-placed on-off switch are a  
big improvement, while the HDR/Continuous 
buttons are just where you need them.

Like its predecessor the EM-1 is a great street 
camera, offering portability and a tough lightweight 
body with an excellent choice of lenses. A beautifully 
designed camera with a very classic feel.

In the Field
The biggest challenge to harnessing the image 
quality of the EM-1 is coming to terms with the 
menus. If this becomes your primary body for 
shooting, you will get to learn where the essential 
functions have been nested away.

Using the EM-1 as the low-profile alternative to 
your regular DSLR might prove more challenging. 
A lack of dedicated ISO button was frustrating 
during my field testing, as I never like to delve into 
a menu just for that. This is the kind of function 
that proves handy to reassign to one of the 
custom function controls. A toggle switch next to 
the AEL/AFL lock at the rear allows you to switch 
between response modes, directing the jog dials 
to perform different functions accordingly. It’s a 
design feature intended to deliver flexibility, but 
may really just be adding confusion.

These are the compromises that come from 
making a camera body so small while trying to 
retain direct access to the full range of features 
inside. Another toggle next to the viewfinder 
gives a better option however, pulling up a quick 
menu to jump through all your shooting features 
and set them.

Unlike other MFT systems there is no direct 
access to ISO or Exposure Compensation through 
the touch screen itself, and the exact nature of 
what happens when trying to navigate via the 
touch screen lacks consistency.

In all, the user interface is one that requires 
practice to master rather than rewarding intuition. 
The mode dial itself is a great example, with a 
central locking button that toggles between free 
rolling and fully locked. Most mode dials that 
feature a release button are temporary only,  
but the EM-1 is special by requiring one press  

Ian Rolfe took the new Olympus on a Scandinavian road trip to test its metal in 
the harsh winter conditions. The OM-D EM-1 delivers a refined step forward for 
the Olympus range of Micro Four Thirds bodies.

Axis imAge stAbilisAtion
The OM-D E-M1 is equipped with 5 axis image 
stabilization which Olympus say is the world’s 
first. It can compensate for vertical, horizontal 
and rotational camera shake which conventional 
2-axis systems of the past have been unable to 
do. Even with a macro lens or telephoto lens 
attached this system works flawlessly, and by 
pressing the shutter half-way, you can obtain a 
crisp clear picture in the view-finder when 
composing your next shot.

n Oslo Harbour 
3-shot HDR; 1/800sec;  
f/7.1; ISO 100; 9mm  
focal length 
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WhAt We thought

Love it:

   Richly featured and rugged  
Micro Four Thirds system

Like it:

  Improved sensor quality keeps  
pace with the big boys

Loathe it:

  Missing a few direct access  
controls such as ISO

OlyMpUS OM-D E-M1        REVIEW

“The new sensor retains the 16mP 
captures but improves on image 
quality and ISO performance”

REVIEW     CaMEra



Image Sensor: 16MP Micro Four Thirds – 
17.3x13mm MOS sensor

Sensor Sensitivity: ISO 100 - 25600

electronic Shutter: 10fps and exposures 
up to 1/8,000th of a second

memory Slot: SD/SDHC/SDXC

display: 3.0” Touch screen with 1million 
pixels

Focus: 37 Phase Detection points and 81 
Contrast Detection

Video: Full HD recording at 30fps

Connectivity: USB 2.0, Wi-Fi, microHDMI

dimensions: 130.4 x 93.5 x 63.1mm

Weight: 497g

Website: olympus.com.au

A refined addition to the MFT range that 
offers improved image quality and handling.
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tune your colour renditions with the Colour Creator 
function. You can add a cast or manipulate the 
white balance to suit your individual style, applying 
a colour shift when capturing instead of working 
at a fixed colour temperature. Your desired colour 
balance adapts to the changing light just as you 
would adjust treatment when processing the 
image. There are two control wheels on the camera, 
thus you can conveniently use the front dial to 
select the colour by rotating through the colour 
wheel picker, and the inner dial will adjust the 
saturation of the colour cast added onto the image. 

You have full control over the basic camera 

street work I could put the OM-D EM-1 away quickly 
by slipping it into my coat pocket, or change lenses 
as required and keep shooting in the most trying 
conditions. The splash proof technology with its 
multiple ring-shaped seals protects the camera 
from sand, dust, rain and water spray making it 
ideal for all kinds of outdoor shooting.

We should not forget that this is still one of  
the most ruggedly built of the Micro Four Thirds 
cameras, and it’s designed to survive some hard 
work. I used a new Olympus body for my work in 
Norway, but a second review model that we ran 
studio tests with had already been through some 
rough hands before it reached us, with some 
obvious signs of wear and tear on the black paint. All 
the moving parts however showed good resilience 
to the wear and tear, demonstrating just how solid 
the engineering is long after the first flush of use.

I used just three lenses across the review, with 
weight considerations a priority when spending 
many weeks on the road. In my bag was the very 
handy 9-18mm f4-5.6 wide angle zoom, 14-150mm 
f4-5.6 zoom and the 75-300mm telephoto zoom. 
This choice of lenses covers almost all situations  
for travel photography and your total weight  
is hardly noticeable.

Conclusion
Big features wrapped into a well designed body 
that proves itself a capable companion on the road 
and around town. Improved autofocus technology 
and enhanced image stabilisation adds extra value 
to the high quality sensor.

settings such as shutter speed, ISO and Aperture, 
as well as White Balance while you are adding the 
Colour Creator. The Colour Creator output is saved 
as a JPEG, and you can opt to have a RAW file 
where the original unprocessed image will be 
saved without the effects of the Colour Creator.

Winter in Norway
On the cold winter streets of Oslo and Bergen we 
put the camera to work. Conditions dominated by 
cold, sleet and rain with poor light are far from ideal 
shooting conditions. The OM-D EM-1 performed 
admirably. It was minus 2 degrees in Oslo and  
I walked the streets shooting architecture, street 
scenes and the large harbour district. At night  
I set up the camera on a tripod and shot the  
city lights and passing buses and trams.

In Bergen, icy cold and very wet daytime 
conditions, with rain persistently dripping all  
over the camera, I shot the old historic fort, the 
harbour, various merchant and naval ships and 
interesting and historical city scenes. By the 
afternoon I was well and truly ready for a hot 
coffee and a complete dry-off, the camera just 
wanted to keep on going. Great for this kind of 

to release and another press to lock. The logic is 
fair enough, but in practice it’s quirky and you’re 
likely to forget to lock the dial after use.

The opposite side of the camera has what looks 
like a dial but isn’t. Two buttons allow direct access 
to shutter modes and changing the autofocus 
operations. The EM-1 is richly featured for both, 
with multi-frame bracketing and up to 7 frames 
for a single HDR shot if required. Time lapse and 
burst rates can be quickly accessed here too.

Most of these configuration issues are just minor 
idiosyncrasies, more of an issue when swapping 
between different camera platforms. Once you get 
used to the Olympus menu and the camera’s unique 
features, it will become second nature to you.

tilting 3 inch oleD 
touchscreen
The OM-D EM-1 features a tilting touchscreen 
for intuitive fingertip operation and high-
resolution viewing of your images with rich 
colour reproduction. It also responds instantly 
to your touch with fast operation that makes  
it easy to focus on subjects, play back images 
and adjust settings such as exposure and  
white balance.

Old versus New
Owners of the OM-D E-M5 will seriously consider 
the E-M1 as their next upgrade. The new sensor 
retains the 16MP captures but improves on image 
quality and ISO performance. When processing  
the RAW files we found the dynamic range to  
be comparable to that of a much larger sensor. 

All the features present on the E-M5 have been 
reworked and enhanced a few steps further in  
the newer model, including the already excellent 
autofocus performance. On-chip Phase Detection 
AF has been built onto the image sensor itself, 
which improves the performance of older Zuiko 
Digital lenses and aids greatly in continuous 
autofocus and tracking capability.

The biggest improvement I saw from shooting 
hands-on in difficult conditions was the image 
stabilisation. The new 5-Axis technology has more 
smarts and better algorithms that provide superb 
efficiency for shooting at extreme slow shutter 
speed. The E-M5 was very good, but the E-M1  
is that much better.

A new feature in the E-M1 is the ability to fine 

lenses AnD Accessories
There is an ever-expanding range of lenses being 
added to the Olympus stable. Compact and light, 
these beautifully designed lenses feature leading-
edge high performance optics which result in 
razor sharp images. The very fast 12mm f2.0, 
17mm f1.8, 25mm f1.8, 45mm f1.8 and the newer 
12-40mm f2.8 all offer superior optics, just great 
for low-light shooting and the art of Bokeh. 

n Oslo City Lights 
2.5sec; f/6.3; ISO 200;  
14mm focal length 

n Oslo Cathedral 
(left) 1/100; f/8; ISO  
100; 9mm focal length 

n E-M1 menu panel 
After a little playing  

around the navigation 
becomes second nature
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“In Oslo’s far from ideal shooting 
conditions, the Om-d em-1 

performed admirably”

OlyMpUS OM-D E-M1       REVIEW


